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of Liebknecht and Rosa Luxembourg should have been
murdered in this atrocious way. But apart from their
tragedy, these two murders were essentially a con-
tinuation of what had been happening* A series of
violent murders of political personages now takes place*
The most terrible were those of Kurt Eisner at Munich,
on February 2ist, when an attempt was made literally
to shoot down half the Munich Council of Ministers in
the presence of the Munich Chamber, and the horrible
lynching of the Saxon War Minister, Neuring, on
April i3th*

Neuring was literally hacked and battered to death and
then thrown into the Elbe, while the brutal crowd
watched his struggles or pushed him off the bank* The
Spartacists vehemently denied that they were responsible*
It is just to say that they certainly did not instigate this
act* Indeed, they never at any time admitted an inten-
tion of using political murder ; they professed to be no
terrorists* Their aim was straightforward rebellion*
At the same time there is a very broad and important
distinction between their views of violence and the views
held by the Majority Socialists* While the Majority
Socialists do not disavow the use of force where unavoid-
able, they consistently look on it as a pis alter, only to be
used in the last resort, and they prefer to exhaust every
other means before having recourse to it; their theory
on this point is perfectly lucid, and their practice, on the
whole/ struggles to be consistent with their theory,